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The “International Summer School: Architectural Design in Historical Context_Tuscia 2026” is a
design workshop organized by the Department of Civil, Building and Environmental Engineering
(DICEA) at Sapienza University of Rome. Italian and Turkish students will engage with the
challenges posed by an area of great cultural and historical significance: the Tuscia region in
northern Lazio.

The Summer School will focus on the regeneration of a small abandoned settlement within this
territory, the village of Celleno Vecchia, which has already been the subject of design research
conducted by the workshop organizer in collaboration with the Municipal Administration.

The initiative will involve professors, visiting, researchers, PhD students, and students from
Sapienza University of Rome, together with professors and students from Bilkent University in
Ankara, in an experience of applied research and international cooperation.

The workshop aims to explore new scenarios capable of addressing the abandonment of this
small settlement, with the goal of enhancing its cultural identity and preserving the remaining
traces of its historic structures. The project will develop simple, targeted, and sustainable design
strategies based on the introduction of micro-architectures and temporary, reversible, low-
impact installations intended to host cultural and social activities. These interventions will be
designed to gradually reactivate public space and encourage new ways of experiencing the
“ghost village.”

Tutor working team

Maria Argenti, Anna Bruna Menghini with Filippo Montorsi, Alessandra Romoli, Lavinia
Tommasoli, Emiliano Zandri (Sapienza University)

Ozge Selen Duran, Giorgio Gasco with Riiya Uzun (Bilkent University)

Alejandro Leal Menegus (National Autonomous University of Mexico)

Lectures
Maria Argenti (DICEA); Giorgio Gasco (BUDA); Alejandro Leal Menegus (UNAM); Anna Bruna
Menghini (DICEA)

Schedule

June 15, Monday Workshop introduction; seminars and lectures at the Faculty of Civil and
Industrial Engineering, Sapienza University of Rome, San Pietro in Vincoli.

June 16, Tuesday Site visit to Borgo di Celleno; fieldwork.

June 17, Wednesday Studio work at the Faculty of Civil and Industrial Engineering, Sapienza
University of Rome, San Pietro in Vincoli.

June 18, Thursday  Studio work at the Faculty of Civil and Industrial Engineering, Sapienza
University of Rome, San Pietro in Vincoli.

June 19, Friday Final presentation at the Faculty of Civil and Industrial Engineering,
Sapienza University of Rome, San Pietro in Vincoli.



